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	Essential Understandings: 
1. The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy.

2. A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

3. Reading fluency is essential to comprehension.

4. Reading develops when students are engaged with meaningful text

5. Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

6. Readers respond to literature in many ways.

7. Literature helps to shape human thought.

8. Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural and historical contexts

9. Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication.

10. Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes.

11. Research skills are used to make meaning from a variety of sources to answer questions and explore interests.

12. Culture affects the way language is used.

13. Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communication.

14. Correct sentence structure is necessary for effective communication

15. Appropriate word choice improves communication.

	Content Standards:
1. Students read, comprehend, and respond in individual, literal, critical and evaluative ways to literary, informational, and persuasive texts in multimedia formats.

2. Students read and respond to classical and contemporary texts from many cultures and literary periods.

3. Students produce written, oral, and visual texts to express, develop, and substantiate ideas and expressions.

4. Students apply the conventions of standard written English in oral, written, and visual communication.


Fairy Tales and Folklore
	Essential Question: Do cultural values shape fairy tales, or do fairy tales shape cultural values?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the definition of fairy tale as an umbrella genre within fantastic literature and its relationship among global folklore, legends, and myth

	Understand the universal archetypal elements of fairy tales

	Understand that cultural values are reflected in fairy tales

	Know how fairy tales reflect changing cultural values

	Understand that cultural forces shape fairy tales.

	Understand the role of fairy tales and folklore as a teaching tool for young children.

	Know the psychological subtext of fairy tales


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare versions of popular fairy tales

· Identify the presence of fairy tale elements in a modern film.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Analyze a self-selected fairy tale for archetypal elements and psychological subtext.

· Write a fairy tale using archetypal patterns including a discernible psychological subtext.

· Apply an established rubric to critique a fairy tale written by a peer.

	Suggested Resources
	· Grimm’s Fairy Tales, Pink Fairy Tale Book, Mean Girls, Shrek, Enchanted, Fractured Fairy Tales (from Rocky and Bullwinkle)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Web sites: Folklore and Mythology Electronic Texts http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/folktexts.html

	Content Vocabulary
	· fairy tale, folklore, 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Technology: Triumph or Terror?
	Essential Question:  How does technology’s simulation of humanity influence our understanding of what it means to be human?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Understand the essential attributes of a human being

	Understand the ambiguous nature of humanity’s relationship to technology

	Understand the unintended consequences of humanity’s relationship to technology

	Understand how the technology-human foils in a novel operate

	Understand the notions of technological impact on humanity over time

	Understand the root causes and ultimate effects of a real-life technological disaster


	Suggested Strategies
	· Write an analytical essay comparing and contrasting a novel with its film adaptation.

· Compare the treatment of artificial beings in novels from different historical and political backgrounds
· Apply the class/individual definition of a human being to characters in novels dealing with artificial life.
· Examine the treatment of technology in a contemporary popular novel.

	Suggested Assessments
	· Peer and self-assess essays using established rubric

· Research project on a contemporary disaster

	Suggested Resources
	· Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep, Jurassic Park
· Movies: AI, Blade Runner

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Technology

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


Alternative Worlds: Utopia and Dystopia
 
	Essential Questions: How do we attempt to make our world a “better” place?  What motivates us? What thwarts these attempts?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the feasibility of creating an ideal society

	Understand tension exists between the role of government and individual freedoms

	Know the characteristics of various attempts at Utopian societies


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare and contrast representations of “utopias” in various works

· Identify the human flaws that the various utopias attempt to guard against

· Identify the reasons why the utopias we review generally fail

	Suggested Assessments
	· Develop and articulate an argument about the pros and cons of a “utopian” society

· Build your own utopia presentation project

	Suggested Resources
	· Novels: Ayn Rand’s Anthem, Thomas More’s Utopia
· Short stories: Kafka’s “In the Penal Colony,” “Harrison Bergeron,” “The Lottery,” “The Ones Who Walk Away From Omelas,” “Examination Day” 

· Movies: The Village
· Other: John Lennon’s “Imagine”

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· More’s Utopia found at http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl302/texts/more/utopia-contents.html
· Build your own utopia presentation 

	Content Vocabulary
	· utopia, dystopia

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values


The Superhero in Literature
	Essential Questions: What is a hero and what does a hero do? Is Batman a hero?

	

	Learning Goals: Students will:

	Know the attributes of a superhero

	Know vocabulary for discussing graphic novels

	Understand vigilantism 

	Understand how visual elements of a graphic novel work in tandem with the written text to reinforce the main concepts 

	Know the attributes of a superhero


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare and contrast the depiction of a contemporary superhero in different media and in different historical contexts.

· Compare and contrast ancient and modern superheroes.
· Explore the use of color to create mood and emotion
· Examine the portrayal of Batman from his creation to modern depiction
· Compare Batman to the traditional definition of a hero

	Suggested Assessments
	· Create your own superhero, using one of the three main types

	Suggested Resources
	· The Dark Knight 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Comic Life 

	Content Vocabulary
	· superhero, hero, vigilante 

	Lifelong Learning/21st Century Skills
	· Produce quality work

· Access and process information responsibly, legally, and ethically

· Read critically for a variety of purposes

· Communicate for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Demonstrate productive habits of mind

· Adhere to core ethical values
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